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Carla came to interview Sister Mimi (right) while she was helping Sonia Pradenas weave her first piece on the large loom. Working in the background are Sister Ruth Gehres, Sandra Ríos, and Julia Romero.

They live in two of the most vulnerable sectors of the city, but they are happy to be able to contribute to the community. Religious women by vocation, they don’t wear habits, a detail that differentiates them from their Chilean companions. [Actually not all Chilean sisters wear habits.] They came here from the United States, Canada, and France, and they fell in love with Chile, especially with Chillán. Entrusted with this mission by Jesus and by their respective congregations, the Daughters of Jesus and the Ursuline Sisters have become a fundamental pillar for many women, young people and children.

Dedicated one hundred percent to service in the community, both congregations work under the inspiration of the word of Jesus. And though they are different groups, they carry out works that are very similar. Each group has decided to follow the path of God and both have chosen to dedicate themselves to people in need. Their presence has been praised by the the people of Chillán, where a large number of citizens are still not aware of their work. On the one hand, it’s been 11 years since the sisters  from Canada and France have worked among the people of Lomas de Oriente (Eastern Hills), while residents of the sector of Vicente Pérez Rosales have known the presence of the Ursulines from Kentucky for more than 25 years.

             ____________________________________________________________

            DAUGHTERS OF JESUS (summary by Sister Ruth)
The daughters of Jesus, a congregation founded in France with a strong membership in Canada, came to Chile in 1969 to live and work with the poor. Today they serve in Lomas de Oriente (“Eastern Hills,” so named because all the streets are named for Chilean mountains), where they are involved in parish ministry, home visiting, catechesis, working with parish organizations, opening their home especially to people in difficulty, and providing a constant presence with their neighbors in this large población. Their home provides a meeting place for many different groups. The three sisters in Chillán – Noelia from France, [image: image8.jpg]


Luisa and Jacqueline from Canada – are noted for their

spirit of cooperation among themselves and with others. One woman who ministers with them regularly described what a blessing it was to be with these sisters: “We work together as a team, learning to value others with their weaknesses and virtues.” The photo above was taken several years ago when (from left) Sisters Ruth and Mimi were invited to tea with Sisters Noelia, Luisa, and Jacqueline.             __________________________________________________________
URSULINE SISTERS

The Ursuline Sisters from the United States have a mission that is similar to that of the Daughers of Jesus, but they work principally with workshops in needlework and crafts. According to their history, the first members of this congregation arrived in Chile in 1965. In 1978 Sister Mary Elizabeth, better known as Mimi, arrived in Chillán to join Sister Luisa Bickett in parish ministry in the mission church of Divino Maestro (Divine Teacher) in the población Vicente Pérez Rosales. In 1997, after living more than 15 years near the mission church, Sister Mimi [through the Ursuline Congregation] was able to purchase a house in the same sector. Sister Ruth, who is in charge of the communications and the web page, arrived in 2007. “When I arrived in this población,” Sister Mimi says, “it was much less developed than it is now, and this sector belonged to the parish of San Vicente. Sister Luisa and I were in that parish. Our intention always was to be present to and to help those who were most marginalized, vulnerable, and needy . . . these were the people of this sector, where we are still living and working.”

They began with workshops in crochet. Women who where interested came to the house of the Ursulines to learn the techniques. “At first we had a tiny house without the expanded areas that we now have. We started small, but as more persons began to enroll, we needed more rooms. We began to grow, and we received several grants from the United States, through which we were able to keep growing. Our latest acquisition, also funded by a grant, is a fiber arts room for classes in spinning, weaving, and felting,” explained Sister Mimi.

Sister Mimi admits that she’s passionate about teaching her students, including women with problems, for whom working in the group can become a kind of therapy. Sister Mimi expresses the desire to continue as long as God permits. “I’m fascinated to be teaching these women,” she says, “because basically they are very capable, and this delights me. Besides that, when they come together in a group, many have needs to share – economic, work-related, psychological and health-related needs – and it does them good to be in a group in which they can converse and share exeriences. They want to talk about their problems, and this gives me the opportunity to be present to them. This environment creates a network of solidarity among them. It make me happy to see this.

Julia Romero is one of the housewives who invests part of her time learning to weave. Thanks to the help of the sisters, she has made clothes for her children and her mother, and she hasn’t ruled out the possibility of selling her products. “This is an excellent initiative,” she says, “because one learns, enjoys the work, and is able to sell her products, which helps economically. The presence of the sisters is so good, because they help us and share with us. They live in the same población as we do, so we feel their closeness to us. They’re fantastic!”

For her part, Sonia Pradenas is one of the founders of the Casa Ursulina, where she shares her gifts as a teacher in the workshops. “The presence of the sisters has been excellent,” Sonia says, “both spiritually and in relation to work, and in all aspects, because they are always ready to help us and the community in general. It’s a relationship of solidarity – being able to visit when we need to, and to learn to weave, for example – all this has benefited us a lot.”
With the passing of the years, both the Daughters of Jesus and the Ursuline Sisters recognize that they would like to continue working in the same locations as long as their health permits. Although they travel often to visit their families in their countries of origin, they feel the necessity of continuing to help those who are in need. As Sister Luisa says, “It’s clear to me that if Jesus had to choose where to live, he would come to the Lomas de Oriente.” The Ursulines would probably say the same about their home in Vicente Pérez Rosales.







